
 

WEST BRIDGEWATER PLANNING BOARD 

                                                                        1/8/20 

 

 

 

PRESENT: H. Hurley, G. Stetson, A. Kinahan and J. Noyes  

 

ABSENT:  H. Anderson 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

  

1.   31 & 45 Pleasant Street: 

Mr. Hurley reported that he had received an email from Silva Engineering Associates asking if the 

Planning Board wanted to have the Conditions of Approval listed on their final Site plans for the 

above site.  He noted that he couldn’t answer without seeing the plan.  He suggested that they 

submit the plans for the Board to endorse at this meeting. 

 

During the review of the files, it was noted that no conditions had been added to the special permit 

and that the Site Plan was done in conjunction with the special permit.  Mr. Hurley stated that the 

notes on the plan were the votes of the Board, not the conditions.  It was also noted that the plans 

that were submitted, reference a date of 2008.  Mr. Hurley stated that he will contact Rebecca at 

Silva Engineering to straighten this out. The plans were placed on file until the issues get resolved 

and/or the plans get redone.       

 

2.   The Farm: 
Mr. Hurley reported that he had received some correspondence from one of the owners in the 

above subdivision with questions on when the remaining items would be completed.  Mr. Hurley 

stated that copies of the letter were also sent to Town Administrator, David Gagne, and 

Conservation Agent, John DeLano.   

 

Mr. Hurley stated that one of the issues was the handicap ramps and when they might be done.  Mr. 

Hurley stated that he had spoken with contractor, Eric Watson, who stated that he would be 

finishing up the ramps in the near future.  Mr. Stetson stated that as of yesterday, they have not 

been done. The letter was placed on file. 

  

3.   Luke Estates: 
Mr. Hurley asked Mr. Stetson if he had any update on this subdivision.  Mr. Stetson stated that it 

was “muddy.” He noted that all of the footings had been poured except for the last house at the end 

of the development.  He also reported that the contractor is working on building the retaining walls. 

He stated that he noticed that a lot of the water has been drained off the site, but what was left iced 

up quickly.  A brief discussion was held on the water issues before they began construction.  Mr. 

Hurley stated that there were a lot of underground springs.  He noted that he could tell they were 

springs because of all the hockey pucks (which don’t float) he found when it was dry.  Mr. Stetson 

will continue to monitor the progress. 

 

4.   Meadow Spring Estates/Meadow Spring Drive: Edward Jacobs of Jacobs Driscoll 

Engineering was present. 

Public Hearing continuation 8:00 p.m. 

        

         continued: 
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Mr. Hurley reopened the Public Hearing for Street Acceptance and Surety release. He reminded the 

Board that Mr. Jacobs had requested the continuation of the public hearing in order for him to have  

time to finish up the final plans. Mr. Jacobs had submitted the legal descriptions for the road layout 

and drainage easement at the last hearing.  He stated that he had the deeds for conveyance of the 

roadway and easements with him.  Mr. Hurley stated that they would need to be executed deeds. 

Mr. Jacobs stated that he had also brought the as-built plan with him.  Mr. Hurley asked if the 

client had paid the invoice for advertising and abutter notification in the amount of three hundred 

ninety two ($392.02) dollars that was presented at the first hearing.  Mr. Jacobs stated that he had 

forgotten it but he could write a check right now.  Mr. Hurley suggested that he wait and submit 

everything at the same time.    

 

Mr. Hurley stated that the Town has been working on a template that can be used for all street 

acceptances.  He stated that the Board of Selectman were discussing it at their meeting upstairs and 

expected that they would be taking a vote tonight.  He stated that as soon as it has been approved, 

he would let Mr. Jacobs know so that the proper wording could be added to his plans.  Mr. Hurley 

also explained that once the Board releases the surety they would keep five ($500) hundred dollars 

for the recording of the plans. Any remainder would then be refunded to the client.   

    

A Motion (GS) was made to accept the Meadow Spring Estates/ Meadow Spring Drive Subdivision 

and to release the surety being held by the Town, except for five hundred ($500) hundred dollars to 

be held to record the plans once it is approved at Town Meeting with the following conditions: 

 

1. That executed deeds for the conveyance of the roadway and easements be submitted, 

2.  Add the new language for street acceptance to the plans as voted, 

3.  That the invoice for $392.02 be paid, and 

4.  Submit the as-built and street acceptance plans for recording. 

 

Second (AK).  Vote:  Unanimous of the four (4) members present.   

 

Once everything has been submitted and approved, the Board will notify Treasurer/Collector, Scott 

Golder, advising him of the Board’s decision.  Mr. Jacobs stated that he would get his people 

working on the deeds, the revised plans, pay the invoice and submit all of them at the same time. 

 

The Public Hearing was closed at 8:10 p.m. 

 

5.    506 West Center Street: 

 

Public Hearing continuation 8:15 p.m. 

 

Mr. Hurley reopened the public hearing. He reported that he had received a request from Attorney, 

Matthew Waters, to continue the public hearing until February 5, 2020.   He noted that Colbea’s 

CEO, Andrew Delli Carpini, would like to personally attend the hearing to answer any questions 

that the Planning Board might have, but was unable to appear this evening.    

 

A Motion (AK) was made to continue the public hearing until February 5, 2020 at 8:00 p.m.  

Second (GS).  Vote:  Unanimous of the four (4) members present.  

         continued: 
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6.  11 Charles Street: 
Mr. Hurley reported that he received an email from Building Commissioner, Michael White, 

regarding an application for a new single family home to be built at the above address. He asked if 

the Board is all set with the request or not. The Board agreed that they have no issues or concerns. 

 

7.   39 Charles Street: 
Mr. Hurley reported that he received an email from Building Commissioner, Michael White, 

regarding an application for a new single family home to be built at the above address. He asked if 

the Board is all set with the request or not. The Board agreed that they have no issues or concerns. 

 

8.   115 Charles Street: 
Mr. Hurley reported that he received an email from Building Commissioner, Michael White, 

regarding an application for a new single family home to be built at the above address. He asked if 

the Board is all set with the request or not. The Board agreed that they have no issues or concerns. 

 

9.   860 North Main Street: 
The Board received an email from Building Commissioner, Mike White, regarding the El-Shadday 

Church at the above address.  He reported that he, the Deputy Fire Chief and the Electrical 

Inspector visited the site to walk the building to see what, if any, permits/licenses they would 

require. He noted that the Church opened without any permits or approvals from the Town. He 

further reported that they had given verbal and written notice that the Church would not be allowed 

to be open until they received the required permits/licenses.   

 

Mr. White reported that he had driven by the location and saw a large amount of vehicles out in 

front of the Church so he pulled in and saw that the Church was fully operational.  He also noted 

that he contacted the Fire Department to have them meet him at the site and close the Church 

down.  He further noted that they told the pastor what had to happen; he complied and asked the 

more than two hundred (200) occupants to leave.  He stated that the pastor would begin getting the 

permits, from Building, Fire, Electrical and Board of Health and also apply for a Common Vic 

license from the Town. 

 

Mr. Hurley reminded the Board that the owners of this property have not lived up to the conditions 

set forth in the special permit for the access road off of Copeland Street. These included keeping 

the roadway clear, adding drainage and paving when necessary.  He stated that cameras have been 

installed and they have arrested some people who have been dumping trash and furniture but the 

owner’s did not want to prosecute them.  Mr. Noyes stated that the road is useless and should be 

closed.  Mr. Stetson stated that it was a pain in the neck, and that it was hazardous.  He stated that 

the residents in the area would be happy to see it closed off as well.  He asked why the Town 

doesn’t prosecute.  Mr. Hurley stated that they have done so.  He also noted that this access road 

should stay open if just for emergency vehicles to get there faster. Mr. Hurley stated that the Board 

should force the owner’s to uphold the special permit conditions.     

  

10.   55 South Street: 

Mr. Hurley reported that he received an email from Building Commissioner, Michael White, 

regarding an application for a new single family home to be built at the above address. He asked if 

the Board is all set with the request or not. The Board had no concerns or issues.  

  

 continued: 
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11.   320 West Center Street: 

Mr. Hurley reported that he received an email from Building Commissioner, Michael White, 

regarding an application for a new Jamaican themed restaurant to be located at the former 

Malarkey’s and Chili Heads at the above address.  Mr. White asked if the Board would require a 

Site Plan review. He noted that the layout and seating is staying the same as that of the previous 

restaurants.  Mr. Stetson stated that this property has always had septic system problems and it has 

not helped any of the previous restaurants.  He noted that he didn’t see it getting any better for this 

restaurant either.  

 

12.   FY21 Budget: 

The Board held a lengthy discussion regarding the budget line items and what they might need to 

adjust.  Mr. Kinahan suggested that they do a line by line review.  It was suggested that the 

advertising line item be increased due to the latest price increase from the Enterprise newspaper. 

As to the travel line item, the Board agreed to increase their yearly stipend by one hundred ($100) 

dollars each. A brief discussion was held regarding the clerical salary.  It was noted that the clerical 

union is currently in negotiations, but the secretary is no longer a union employee, receives no 

benefits from the union contract and is now being paid a set salary amount rather than an hourly 

rate.  Mr. Kinahan suggested a two (2%) percent increase. Mr. Noyes agreed. Mr. Stetson 

suggested a three (3%) percent increase.  After further discussion, the Board members agreed to a 

three (3%) percent increase.  Office supplies, engineering and postage stayed the same. It was 

noted that the deadline for submittal is January 21st.  The Board is scheduled to meet with the 

Selectmen on February 19th at 8:15 p.m. and with the Finance Committee on February 20th at 8:35 

p.m.  

 

A Motion (JN) was made to prepare the budget for submittal as discussed.  Second (AK).   

Vote: Unanimous of the four (4) members present. 

 

13.   Rules and Regulations: 
Mr. Hurley reported that he has begun reviewing the Subdivision Rules and Regulations. He 

distributed the list to all the members.  He noted that he was up to Section 4.4.6 and had made 

notes of what he thought needed to be changed or updated so far.  He stated that the fees should 

also be increased.  He stated that he would check with surrounding towns to see what they charge 

for Form A Plans, preliminary and definitive subdivisions and special permits.  He suggested that 

the Board should try to lose specific dates wherever possible to avoid the need to keep updating the 

information.   He suggested that the Board could get the booklet from the town website.  He stated 

that he downloaded the information which makes it easier to revise.  Some of the proposed changes 

include sidewalks up to curbs, ADA requirements for handicap ramps, benchmarks, elevations, 

date changes and depth courses for paving.  Mr. Noyes stated that he would like to require concrete 

ramps for handicap access.  He also stated that he would check Mass DOT guidelines.  He also 

suggested that instead of specific dates they could change the wording to “current editions with the 

latest supplemental specifications."     

          

14.   Subdivision updates: 

  

B.C. Way: 

The Board is still waiting for paperwork to be submitted for acceptance of the subdivision 

and the release of the surety being held by the Town. 

         continued:  
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Elm Terrace: 
The Board is still waiting for paperwork to be submitted to request acceptance of the 

subdivision and the release of the surety.  

 

Green Meadows:   

No further updates as to the DPW review of the roadways.      

  

Lamp Post Estates: 

It was noted that there has been nothing started on this subdivision.  It was reported that one 

of the owners came in to get the form for the Covenant since it was not filed with the 

original submittal.  It has not been submitted.      

         

15.    MAIL: 

Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 1/8/2020, re: 40B submittal, Plymouth Street. 

Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 1/22/2020, re: special permit, 1300 Vernon Street. 

Bridgewater ZBA decision, re: variance, 145 Sawtucket Trail, granted. 

E. Bridgewater Planning, public hearing 1/6/2020, re: definitive plan, Oak Street. 

E. Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 1/8/2020, re: variance, 143 Bedford Street. 

E. Bridgewater Planning, public hearing 1/8/2020, re: variance, 427 North Bedford Street. 

Easton ZBA public hearing 1/13/2020, re: special permit, 411 Foundry Street. 

Easton ZBA public hearing 1/21/2020, re: variance, 78 Washington Street. 

Easton ZBA decision, re: special permit, 95 Hyland Street, denied. 

Easton ZBA decision, re: variance, 95 Hyland Street, denied. 

Raynham ZBA public hearing 1/8/2020, re: variance, 632 Hall Street. 

Expense Control report of 12/26/19. 

Expense Ledger report o f 12/26/19.   

OCPC minutes of 12/5/19 and agenda for 12/5/19. 

Season's Greetings from Silva Engineering. 

Treasurer/Collector memos, re: Postage. (2) 

 

16.    A Motion (AK) was made to pay W. B. Mason $162.51 for office supplies.          

         Second (GS).  Vote:  Unanimous of the four (4) members present. 

 

17.    A Motion (AK) was made to pay the secretary payroll. Second (GS).   

         Vote:  Unanimous of the four (4) members present. 

         

18.    The minutes of 12/18/19 were accepted and filed. 

 

19.   The meeting was adjourned at 8:42 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Donna M. Cotter, 

Secretary 


